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as little parade as possible ; in consequence the person or persons to be em-
ployed herein must be left to your discretion.
42.   The Nabob's consenting to your attack of Chandernagore was a very
happy circumstance, and as the French we make no doubt will make some
efforts to retrieve their affairs in Bengal, you will make the best use of it to
prevent any future connections between them*
43.    The entire demolition of the fortifications at Chandernagorc we hope
has been long since effected agreeable to what Colonel Clive writes us in his
letter of the 16th of April; if not, it must be done without loss oil time, that
the French may not ever have the advantage again of a place of that force
in case of their return to Bengal.
44.   And here it is proper to inform you that we have very lately received
certain intelligence that part of the great armament you have already been
informed sailed from Port I/Orient for the Kast Indies the last spring is put
into Rio Janeiro on the coast of Brazil, to refresh and recover the sick people,
which were very many.   The ships which are put in at this place are seven
large ones with a great number of men on board, although they had lost many
in their passage; they were left there the end of August and proposed to pro-
ceed on their voyage the month following.
45.    All our settlements have been so well apprized of this armament, to
which adding the probability of Commodore Stevens getting to India before
it, we are in great hopes this formidable effort will in a great measure be
frustrated.   With respect to Fort William we shall depend upon your having
put it into the best posture of defence and that you will  take all possible
care for its security.
46.    We cannot approve of your so generally interdicting the exercise of
the Roman Catholick religion within the whole bounds, as such a step may be
attended with many inconveniency, but if any priest is troublesome or sus-
pected of doing any thing prejudicial to our affairs, we would have such an one
immediately dismissed and not permitted to reside any where within the
bounds.   As to Fort William itself it will be a prudent measure so long as
the French war subsists not to  suffer any persons professing the  Roman
Catholick religion, priests or others, to reside therein, and this you are strictly
to observe.
47.   You mention that you should consider  of some regulations with
respect to admitting the residence of the Armenians and black merchants
within our bounds.   We hope you have taken no steps to discourage the in-
habitants in general, and as to the Armenians we apprehend no bad conse-
quences from their residence, on the contrary many advantages flow from it,
which we would have you encourage as much as possible,
48.    It appears upon your consultations of the 20th of January last that
Omichund's conduct had been such as to give room to suspect he had been
directly or indirectly concerned in, involving the settlement in the late troubles,
and you therefore agree to attach his estate and effects till some determination
could be come to.   It is true the former part of his conduct was suspicious,
but not so far as appears to us in a degree tb warrant the sequestration of his
estates and effects, and his behaviour since seems to have been with a sincere
intention to serve the Company.   As we do not find any proceedings in this